What is claimed is : 

1. A water base ink for ink- jet recording usable for 
an ink-jet recording apparatus provided with an ink-jet 
head in which at least a part of an ink flow passage is 
formed of nickel or a nickel alloy ^ the water base ink for 
ink- jet recording comprising: 

potassium p-tert-butylbenzoate; 

a coloring agent which is dispersible or soluble in 
water; 

water ; and 

a water-soluble organic solvent. 

2. The water base ink for ink- jet recording 
according to claim 1, wherein the potassium p-tert- 
butylbenzoate is contained in an amount of 0.1 to 1.0 % by 
weight in the ink. 

3. An ink cartridge which accommodates the water 
base ink defined in claim 1. 

4. An ink- jet recording apparatus comprising: 

an ink which contains potassium p-tert-butylbenzoate, 
a coloring agent which is dispersible or soluble in water, 
water, and a water-soluble organic solvent; 

an ink tank which accommodates the ink; and 



31 



an ink- jet head which jets the ink supplied from the 
ink tank and which is provided with an ink flow passage, at 
least a part of the ink flow passage being formed of nickel 
or a nickel alloy. 

5. The ink- jet recording apparatus according to 
claim 4, wherein a nickel electrode is disposed on an inner 
surface of the ink flow passage. 

6. The ink- jet recording apparatus according to 
claim 4, wherein the ink- jet head is fabricated by stacking 
a plurality of nickel alloy plates and the ink flow passage 
is formed in the stacked plates. 

7. The ink- jet recording apparatus according to 
claim 4, wherein the ink tank is a replacable cartridge. 

8. The ink- jet recording apparatus according to 
claim 4, wherein the potassium p-tert-butylbenzoate is 
contained in an amount of 0.1 to 1.0 % by weight in the 
ink. 
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